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Reading and Writing

33 QUESTIONS

DIRECTIONS

The questions in this section address a number of important reading and writing skills. Each
question includes one or more passages, which may include a table or graph. Read each passage
and question carefully, and then choose the best answer to the question based on the passage(s).

All questions in this section are multiple-choice with four answer choices. Each question has a

single best answer.

In the early 1800s, the Cherokee scholar Sequoyah
created the first script, or writing system, for an
Indigenous language in the United States. Because it
represented the sounds of spoken Cherokee so
accurately, his script was easy to learn and thus
quickly achieved use: by 1830, over

90 percent of the Cherokee people could read and
write it.

Which choice completes the text with the most
logical and precise word or phrase?

A) widespread
B) careful

C) unintended
D) infrequent
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When Mexican-American archaeologist Zelia Maria
Magdalena Nuttall published her 1886 research
paper on sculptures found at the ancient Indigenous
city of Teotihuacan in present-day Mexico, other
researchers readily her work as ground-
breaking; this recognition stemmed from her
convincing demonstration that the sculptures were
much older than had previously been thought.

Which choice completes the text with the most
logical and precise word or phrase?

A)
B) ensured
C) denied

D)

acknowledged

underestimated




Like other tribal nations, the Muscogee (Creek)
Nation is self-governing; its National Council
generates laws regulating aspects of community life
such as land use and healthcare, while the principal
chief and cabinet officials those laws by
devising policies and administering services in
accordance with them.

Which choice completes the text with the most
logical and precise word or phrase?

A) implement

B) presume

C) improvise

D) mimic

In the Indigenous intercropping system known as the [&]

Three Sisters, maize, squash, and beans form an

web of relations: maize provides the
structure on which the bean vines grow; the squash
vines cover the soil, discouraging competition from
weeds; and the beans aid their two “sisters” by
enriching the soil with essential nitrogen.

Which choice completes the text with the most
logical and precise word or phrase?

A) indecipherable
B) ornamental
C) obscure

D) intricate
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The artisans of the Igun Eronmwon guild in Benin
City, Nigeria, typically the bronze- and
brass-casting techniques that have been passed down
through their families since the thirteenth century,
but they don’t strictly observe every tradition; for
example, guild members now use air-conditioning
motors instead of handheld bellows to help heat their
forges.

Which choice completes the text with the most
logical and precise word or phrase?

A) experiment with

B) adhere to

C) improve on

D) grapple with

Some economic historians that late
nineteenth- and early twentieth-century households
in the United States experienced an economy of scale
when it came to food purchases—they assumed that
large households spent less on food per person than
did small households. Economist Trevon Logan
showed, however, that a close look at the available
data disproves this supposition.

Which choice completes the text with the most
logical and precise word or phrase?

A) surmised

B) contrived

C) questioned

D) regretted
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The work of Kiowa painter T.C. Cannon derives its
power in part from the tension among his

influences: classic European portraiture,
with its realistic treatment of faces; the American pop
art movement, with its vivid colors; and flatstyle, the
intertribal painting style that rejects the effect of
depth typically achieved through shading and
perspective.

Which choice completes the text with the most
logical and precise word or phrase?

A) complementary

B) unknown

C) disparate

D) interchangeable

New and interesting research conducted by

Suleiman A. Al-Sweedan and Moath Alhaj is inspired
by their observation that though there have been
many studies of the effect of high altitude on blood
chemistry, there is a studies of the effect on
blood chemistry of living in locations below sea level,
such as the California towns of Salton City and
Seeley.

Which choice completes the text with the most
logical and precise word or phrase?

A) quarrel about
B) paucity of
C) profusion of

D) verisimilitude in
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The following text is from Sarah Orne Jewett’s 1899
short story “Martha’s Lady.” Martha is employed by
Miss Pyne as a maid.

Miss Pyne sat by the window watching, in her
best dress, looking stately and calm; she seldom
went out now, and it was almost time for the
carriage. Martha was just coming in from the
garden with the strawberries, and with more
flowers in her apron. It was a bright cool evening
in June, the golden robins sang in the elms, and
the sun was going down behind the apple-trees
at the foot of the garden. The beautiful old house
stood wide open to the long-expected guest.

Which choice best states the main purpose of the
text?

A) To convey the worries brought about by a new
guest

B) To describe how the characters have changed
over time

C) To contrast the activity indoors with the stillness
outside

D) To depict the setting as the characters await a
visitor’s arrival




Astronomers are confident that the star Betelgeuse
will eventually consume all the helium in its core and
explode in a supernova. They are much less
confident, however, about when this will happen,
since that depends on internal characteristics of
Betelgeuse that are largely unknown. Astrophysicist
Sarafina El-Badry Nance and colleagues recently
investigated whether acoustic waves in the star could
be used to determine internal stellar states but
concluded that this method could not sufficiently
reveal Betelgeuse’s internal characteristics to allow its
evolutionary state to be firmly fixed.

Which choice best describes the function of the
second sentence in the overall structure of the text?

A) It explains how the work of Nance and

colleagues was received by others in the field.

B) It presents the central finding reported by Nance

and colleagues.

It identifies the problem that Nance and
colleagues attempted to solve but did not.

It describes a serious limitation of the method
used by Nance and colleagues.
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The following text is from Jane Austen’s 1811 novel
Sense and Sensibility. Elinor lives with her younger
sisters and her mother, Mrs. Dashwood.

Elinor, this eldest daughter, whose advice was so
effectual, possessed a strength of understanding,
and coolness of judgment, which qualified her,
though only nineteen, to be the counsellor of her
mother, and enabled her frequently to
counteract, to the advantage of them all, that
eagerness of mind in Mrs. Dashwood which
must generally have led to imprudence. She had
an excellent heart;—her disposition was
affectionate, and her feelings were strong; but
she knew how to govern them: it was a
knowledge which her mother had yet to learn;
and which one of her sisters had resolved never
to be taught.

According to the text, what is true about Elinor?

A) Elinor often argues with her mother but fails to

change her mind.
B) Elinor can be overly sensitive with regard to
family matters.
®)

D)

Elinor thinks her mother is a bad role model.

Elinor is remarkably mature for her age.
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Believing that living in an impractical space can
heighten awareness and even improve health,
conceptual artists Madeline Gins and Shusaku
Arakawa designed an apartment building in Japan to
be more fanciful than functional. A kitchen counter
is chest-high on one side and knee-high on the other;
a ceiling has a door to nowhere. The effect is
disorienting but invigorating: after four years there,
filmmaker Nobu Yamaoka reported significant
health benefits.

Which choice best states the main idea of the text?

A) Although inhabiting a home surrounded by
fanciful features such as those designed by Gins
and Arakawa can be rejuvenating, it is
unsustainable.

B) Designing disorienting spaces like those in the
Gins and Arakawa building is the most effective
way to create a physically stimulating

environment.

C) Asa filmmaker, Yamaoka has long supported
the designs of conceptual artists such as Gins

and Arakawa.

D) Although impractical, the design of the
apartment building by Gins and Arakawa may
improve the well-being of the building’s

residents.
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In a research paper, a student criticizes some
historians of modern African politics, claiming that
they have evaluated Patrice Lumumba, the first
prime minister of what is now the Democratic
Republic of the Congo, primarily as a symbol rather
than in terms of his actions.

Which quotation from a work by a historian would
best illustrate the student’s claim?

A) “Lumumba is a difficult figure to evaluate due to
the starkly conflicting opinions he inspired
during his life and continues to inspire today.”

“The available information makes it clear that
Lumumba’s political beliefs and values were
largely consistent throughout his career.”

B)

C) “Lumumba’s practical accomplishments can be
passed over quickly; it is mainly as the
personification of Congolese independence that

he warrants scholarly attention.”

D) “Many questions remain about Lumumba’s
ultimate vision for an independent Congo;
without new evidence coming to light, these

questions are likely to remain unanswered.”




Percentage of Ondo State
Small-Scale Farmers Who Are
Female, by Main Crop Grown

Female farmers
as a percentage of total

Ondo State region

[ cereals
[ root crops

H non-root vegetables

Geographer Adebayo Oluwole Eludoyin and his
colleagues surveyed small-scale farmers in three
locations in Ondo State, Nigeria—which has
mountainous terrain in the north, an urbanized
center, and coastal terrain in the south—to learn
more about their practices, like the types of crops
they mainly cultivated. In some regions, female

farmers were found to be especially prominent in the

cultivation of specific types of crops and even

constituted the majority of farmers who cultivated

those crops; for instance,

Unauthorized copying or reuse of any part of this page is illegal.

Module

1

Which choice most effectively uses data from the
graph to complete the example?

A)

B)

D)

most of the farmers who mainly cultivated
cereals and most of the farmers who mainly
cultivated non-root vegetables in south Ondo
were women.

more women in central Ondo mainly cultivated
root crops than mainly cultivated cereals.

most of the farmers who mainly cultivated
non-root vegetables in north and south Ondo
were women.

a relatively equal proportion of women across
the three regions of Ondo mainly cultivated
cereals.
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Given that stars and planets initially form from the
same gas and dust in space, some astronomers have
posited that host stars (such as the Sun) and their
planets (such as those in our solar system) are
composed of the same materials, with the planets
containing equal or smaller quantities of the
materials that make up the host star. This idea is also
supported by evidence that rocky planets in our solar
system are composed of some of the same materials
as the Sun.

Which finding, if true, would most directly weaken
the astronomers’ claim?

A) Most stars are made of hydrogen and helium,
but when cooled they are revealed to contain
small amounts of iron and silicate.

B) A nearby host star is observed to contain the
same proportion of hydrogen and helium as that

of the Sun.

C) Evidence emerges that the amount of iron in
some rocky planets is considerably higher than

the amount in their host star.
D) The method for determining the composition of
rocky planets is discovered to be less effective

when used to analyze other kinds of planets.
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In the twentieth century, ethnographers made a
concerted effort to collect Mexican American
folklore, but they did not always agree about that
folklore’s origins. Scholars such as Aurelio Espinosa
claimed that Mexican American folklore derived
largely from the folklore of Spain, which ruled
Mexico and what is now the southwestern United
States from the sixteenth to early nineteenth
centuries. Scholars such as Américo Paredes, by
contrast, argued that while some Spanish influence is
undeniable, Mexican American folklore is mainly the
product of the ongoing interactions of various
cultures in Mexico and the United States.

Which finding, if true, would most directly support
Paredes’s argument?

A) The folklore that the ethnographers collected
included several songs written in the form of a
décima, a type of poem originating in late
sixteenth-century Spain.

Much of the folklore that the ethnographers

collected had similar elements from region to
region.

B)

C) Most of the folklore that the ethnographers

collected was previously unknown to scholars.

Most of the folklore that the ethnographers
collected consisted of corridos—ballads about
history and social life—of a clearly recent origin.

D)
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33 QUESTIONS

DIRECTIONS

The questions in this section address a number of important reading and writing skills. Each
question includes one or more passages, which may include a table or graph. Read each passage
and question carefully, and then choose the best answer to the question based on the passage(s).

All questions in this section are multiple-choice with four answer choices. Each question has a

single best answer.

According to botanists, a viburnum plant
experiencing insect damage may develop erineum—a

discolored, felty growth—on its leaf blades. A

viburnum plant, on the other hand, will have leaves
with smooth surfaces and uniformly green
coloration.

Which choice completes the text with the most
logical and precise word or phrase?

A) struggling

B) beneficial

C) simple

D) healthy

Nigerian American author Teju Cole’s his
two passions—photography and the written
word—culminates in his 2017 book, Blind Spot,
which evocatively combines his original photographs
from his travels with his poetic prose.

Which choice completes the text with the most
logical and precise word or phrase?

A) indifference to
B) enthusiasm for
C) concern about

D) surprise at
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Novelist N. K. Jemisin declines to the
conventions of the science fiction genre in which
she writes, and she has suggested that her readers
appreciate her work precisely because of this
willingness to thwart expectations and avoid
formulaic plots and themes.

Which choice completes the text with the most
logical and precise word or phrase?

A) question

B) reactto

C) perceive

D) conform to

In Nature Poem (2017), Kumeyaay poet Tommy Pico
portrays his the natural world by honoring
the centrality of nature within his tribe’s traditional
beliefs while simultaneously expressing his distaste
for being in wilderness settings himself.

Which choice completes the text with the most
logical and precise word or phrase?

A) responsiveness to

B) ambivalence toward

C) renunciation of

D) mastery over




The following text is from the 1924 poem “Cycle”
by D’Arcy McNickle, who was a citizen of the
Confederated Salish and Kootenai Tribes.

There shall be new roads wending,
A new beating of the drum—

Men’s eyes shall have fresh seeing,
Grey lives reprise their span—

But under the new sun’s being,
Completing what night began,

There’ll be the same backs bending,
The same sad feet shall drum—

When this night finds its ending
And day shall have come.....

Which choice best states the main purpose of the
text?

A)

B)

®)

To consider how the repetitiveness inherent
in human life can be both rewarding and
challenging

To question whether activities completed at one
time of day are more memorable than those
completed at another time of day

To refute the idea that joy is a more commonly
experienced emotion than sadness is

To demonstrate how the experiences of
individuals relate to the experiences of their
communities
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The following text is adapted from Jane Austen’s
1814 novel Mansfield Park. The speaker, Tom, is
considering staging a play at home with a group of
his friends and family.

We mean nothing but a little amusement
among ourselves, just to vary the scene, and
exercise our powers in something new. We want
no audience, no publicity. We may be trusted, I
think, in choosing some play most perfectly
unexceptionable; and I can conceive no greater
harm or danger to any of us in conversing in the
elegant written language of some respectable
author than in chattering in words of our own.

Which choice best states the main purpose of the
text?

A)

B)

To offer Tom’s assurance that the play will be
inoffensive and involve only a small number of
people

To clarify that the play will not be performed in
the manner Tom had originally intended

To elaborate on the idea that the people around
Tom lack the skills to successfully stage a play

To assert that Tom believes the group
performing the play will be able to successfully
promote it




Musician Joni Mitchell, who is also a painter,

uses images she creates for her album covers to
emphasize ideas expressed in her music. For the
cover of her album Turbulent Indigo (1994), Mitchell
painted a striking self-portrait that closely resembles
Vincent van Gogh's Self-Portrait with Bandaged Ear
(1889). The image calls attention to the album’s title
song, in which Mitchell sings about the legacy of the
postimpressionist painter. In that song, Mitchell also
hints that she feels a strong artistic connection to
Van Gogh—an idea that is reinforced by her imagery
on the cover.

Which choice best describes the overall structure of
the text?

A) It presents a claim about Mitchell, then gives an
example supporting that claim.

B) It discusses Van Gogh’s influence on Mitchell,
then considers Mitchell’s influence on other

artists.

C) It describes a similarity between two artists, then

notes a difference between them.
D) It describes the songs on Turbulent Indigo, then

explains how they relate to the album’s cover.
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Text 1

Astronomer Mark Holland and colleagues examined
four white dwarfs—small, dense remnants of past
stars—in order to determine the composition of
exoplanets that used to orbit those stars. Studying
wavelengths of light in the white dwarf atmospheres,
the team reported that traces of elements such as
lithium and sodium support the presence of
exoplanets with continental crusts similar to Earth’s.

Text 2

Past studies of white dwarf atmospheres have
concluded that certain exoplanets had continental
crusts. Geologist Keith Putirka and astronomer

Siyi Xu argue that those studies unduly emphasize
atmospheric traces of lithium and other individual
elements as signifiers of the types of rock found on
Earth. The studies don’t adequately account for
different minerals made up of various ratios of those
elements, and the possibility of rock types not found
on Earth that contain those minerals.

Based on the texts, how would Putirka and Xu
(Text 2) most likely characterize the conclusion
presented in Text 1?

A) As unexpected, because it was widely believed at
the time that white dwarf exoplanets lack
continental crusts

B) As premature, because researchers have only just
begun trying to determine what kinds of crusts

white dwarf exoplanets had

C) As questionable, because it rests on an
incomplete consideration of potential sources
of the elements detected in white dwarf

atmospheres

D) As puzzling, because it’s unusual to successfully
detect lithium and sodium when analyzing

wavelengths of light in white dwarf atmospheres




Utah is home to Pando, a colony of about

47,000 quaking aspen trees that all share a single root
system. Pando is one of the largest single organisms
by mass on Earth, but ecologists are worried that its
growth is declining in part because of grazing by
animals. The ecologists say that strong fences could
prevent deer from eating young trees and help Pando
start thriving again.

According to the text, why are ecologists worried
about Pando?

A) Ttisn’t growing at the same rate it used to.

B) Itisn’t producing young trees anymore.

C) It can’t grow into new areas because it is blocked
by fences.

D) Itsroot system can’t support many more new
trees.
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For many years, the only existing fossil evidence of
mixopterid eurypterids—an extinct family of large
aquatic arthropods known as sea scorpions and
related to modern arachnids and horseshoe
crabs—came from four species living on the
paleocontinent of Laurussia. In a discovery that
expands our understanding of the geographical
distribution of mixopterids, paleontologist Bo Wang
and others have identified fossilized remains of a new
mixopterid species, Terropterus xiushanensis, that
lived over 400 million years ago on the
paleocontinent of Gondwana.

According to the text, why was Wang and his
team’s discovery of the Terropterus xiushanensis
fossil significant?

A) The fossil constitutes the first evidence found
by scientists that mixopterids lived more than
400 million years ago.

B) The fossil helps establish that mixopterids are
more closely related to modern arachnids and
horseshoe crabs than previously thought.

C) The fossil helps establish a more accurate
timeline of the evolution of mixopterids on the
paleocontinents of Laurussia and Gondwana.

D) The fossil constitutes the first evidence found by
scientists that mixopterids existed outside the
paleocontinent of Laurussia.
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The novelist Toni Morrison was the first Black
woman to work as an editor at the publishing
company Random House, from 1967 to 1983. A
scholar asserts that one of Morrison’s likely aims
during her time as an editor was to strengthen the
presence of Black writers on the list of Random
House’s published authors.

Which finding, if true, would most strongly support
the scholar’s claim?

A) The percentage of authors published by Random
House who were Black rose in the early 1970s
and stabilized throughout the decade.

B) Black authors who were interviewed in the 1980s
and 1990s were highly likely to cite Toni
Morrison’s novels as a principal influence on

their work.

C) The novels written by Toni Morrison that

were published after 1983 sold significantly
more copies and received wider critical acclaim
than the novels she wrote that were published

before 1983.

D) Works that were edited by Toni Morrison
during her time at Random House displayed
stylistic characteristics that distinguished them

from works that were not edited by Morrison.
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“The Poet Walt Whitman” is an 1887 essay by
José Marti, a Cuban author and political activist,
originally written in Spanish. In the essay, Marti
explores the value of literature, arguing that a
society’s spiritual well-being depends on the
character of its literary culture:

Which quotation from a translation of “The Poet
Walt Whitman” most effectively illustrates the claim?

A) “Poetry, which brings together or separates,
which fortifies or brings anguish, which shores
up or demolishes souls, which gives or robs men
of faith and vigor, is more necessary to a people
than industry itself, for industry provides them
with a means of subsistence, while literature
gives them the desire and strength for life.”

B) “Every society brings to literature its own form
of expression, and the history of the nations can
be told with greater truth by the stages of

literature than by chronicles and decades.”

C) “Where will a race of men go when they have
lost the habit of thinking with faith about the
scope and meaning of their actions? The best
among them, those who consecrate Nature with
their sacred desire for the future, will lose, in a
sordid and painful annihilation, all stimulus to

alleviate the ugliness of humanity.”

D) “Listen to the song of this hardworking and
satisfied nation; listen to Walt Whitman. The
exercise of himself exalts him to majesty,

tolerance exalts him to justice, and order to joy.”
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Estimates of Tyrannosaurid Bite Force
Approximate bite force
Study Year Estimation method (newtons)

Cost et al. 2019 | muscular and skeletal modeling 35,000-63,000
Gignac and Erickson |2017 |tooth-bone interaction analysis 8,000-34,000
Meers 2002 | body-mass scaling 183,000-235,000
Bates and Falkingham | 2012 | muscular and skeletal modeling 35,000-57,000

The largest tyrannosaurids—the family of carnivorous dinosaurs

that includes Tarbosaurus, Albertosaurus, and, most famously,
Tyrannosaurus rex—are thought to have had the strongest bites of any
land animals in Earth’s history. Determining the bite force of extinct
animals can be difficult, however, and paleontologists Paul Barrett and
Emily Rayfield have suggested that an estimate of dinosaur bite force
may be significantly influenced by the methodology used in generating
that estimate.

Which choice best describes data from the table that support Barrett
and Rayfield’s suggestion?

A) The study by Meers used body-mass scaling and produced the
lowest estimated maximum bite force, while the study by Cost et al.
used muscular and skeletal modeling and produced the highest
estimated maximum.

B) In their study, Gignac and Erickson used tooth-bone interaction
analysis to produce an estimated bite force range with a minimum
of 8,000 newtons and a maximum of 34,000 newtons.

C) The bite force estimates produced by Bates and Falkingham and by
Cost et al. were similar to each other, while the estimates produced
by Meers and by Gignac and Erickson each differed substantially
from any other estimate.

D) The estimated maximum bite force produced by Cost et al.
exceeded the estimated maximum produced by Bates and
Falkingham, even though both groups of researchers used the
same method to generate their estimates.
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Number and Origin of Clamshell Tools Found at Different
Levels Below the Surface in Neanderthal Cave

Depth of tools found below | Clamshells that Neanderthals | Clamshells that Neanderthals
surface in cave (meters) collected from the beach harvested from the seafloor
3-4 99 33
6-7 1 0
4-5 0
2-3 7 0
5-6 18 7

Studying tools unearthed at a cave site on the western coast of Italy,
archaeologist Paola Villa and colleagues have determined that
prehistoric Neanderthal groups fashioned them from shells of clams
that they harvested from the seafloor while wading or diving or that
washed up on the beach. Clamshells become thin and eroded as they
wash up on the beach, while those on the seafloor are smooth and
sturdy, so the research team suspects that Neanderthals prized the tools
made with seafloor shells. However, the team also concluded that those
tools were likely more challenging to obtain, noting that

Which choice most effectively uses data from the table to support the
research team’s conclusion?

A) at each depth below the surface in the cave, the difference in the
numbers of tools of each type suggests that shells were easier to
collect from the beach than to harvest from the seafloor.

B) the highest number of tools were at a depth of 3-4 meters below
the surface, which suggests that the Neanderthal population at the
site was highest during the related period of time.

C) ateach depth below the surface in the cave, the difference in the
numbers of tools of each type suggests that Neanderthals preferred
to use clamshells from the beach because of their durability.

D) the higher number of tools at depths of 5-6 meters below the
surface in the cave than at depths of 4-5 meters below the surface
suggests that the size of clam populations changed over time.
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